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Why riding Galloping Goose No. 5 is so special: we stop in spectacular and scenic places for people to take
lots of photos! The scene above overlooks the famous Toltec Gorge with the west portal of Rock Tunnel just
ahead and to the left of No. 5. This was on our first day on our way from Chama to Antonito.

FALL COLOR EXCURSION—A SPECTACULAR SUCCESS!!

The fourth and final excursion of the year, a Fall Color Special on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, was
a spectacular way to end the 2012 season. All four days of operation were sold out, and No. 5 carried 110
enthusiastic passengers during the excursion. This is likely the most passengers we’ve hauled in such a short
time. The fall colors were just at their peak and the days were sunny and warm. We managed to include 12 to
15 photo run-bys each day, and needless to say we had many very satisfied passengers. Our two esteemed
Motormen, Larry Spencer and Louie Vallejos, both were very pleased with the excursion. Larry realized that
once, when Louie was riding in the back, that this was the first time in eight years as motorman, that he was
operating No. 5 without another motorman present in the cab. Louie was impressed that our passengers ranged
from serious narrow gauge fans to casual riders who wanted to view the fall colors. When passengers expressed
their appreciation for our operating No.5, Louie’s response was that we appreciated them. Without passengers
like themselves, we couldn’t be operating No. 5!

Saturday, Sept. 29" was an exceptionally fun day. We had a Moonlight Dinner Special on Saturday evening
with a late afternoon departure from Chama. This allowed No. 5°s crew to chase the morning passenger train
out of Chama, which on this weekend was pulled by two locomotives. Watching a double-header tackle the 13
miles of 4% grade on the west side of Cumbres Pass was an additional treat for our crew. The double-header is
an annual event due to the popularity of the fall colors. Later that day we departed at 4:15 p.m. and the fall
colors were made more brilliant in the late afternoon sunlight. After a delicious dinner of prime rib or baked
chicken at Osier, we departed as the full moon was rising in the east. However clouds soon obscured the
moonlight, but despite this, the day was a spectacular success!



A BIT OF HISTORY:

How Galloping Goose
No. 5 Got to Dolores

The September 12, 1952 issue of the Dolores Star featured the article shown on
the left. By the fall of 1952, abandonment of the Rio Grande Southern Railroad
had been approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) and removal of
the rails had started about 12 miles north of Rico at Coke Ovens, a whistle stop
and siding on the RGS. The article describes how Galloping Goose No. 5 got
from Ridgway, where it was parked, to Dolores.

To prevent No. 5 from being scrapped and to preserve it as a reminder of
Dolores’s history as a railroad town, five Dolores businessmen, Jack Kinkade, Dr.
E. G. Merritt, Newell Musgrave, Bill Wagner, and C. H. Webb formed the
Dolores Rotary Club with the specific purpose of purchasing No. 5. Each man
contributed fifty dollars to purchase No. 5 for $250.

With rail removed at Coke Ovens and some sections of rail washed out between
Rico and Dolores by heavy August rains, it was not possible to drive No. 5 all the
way to Dolores. This required it to be moved by truck from Coke Ovens, which
the article describes. At Dolores No. 5 was left on the ground and eventually
moved to the west side of Flander’s Park where it sat until 1995, when it was
moved to its current location for restoration by the Galloping Goose Historical
Society in 1997-98. R

The entire community of Dolores—and certainly the GGHS—are indebted to Jack
Kinkade, Dr. E. G. Merritt, Newell Musgrave, Bill Wagner, and C. H. Webb for
their foresight and generosity in purchasing No. 5. Without their effort, No. 5
likely would have been scrapped or sold and hauled off to some distant location.

(The GGHS also thanks the Dolores Star for permission to reproduce the article
and photos from the Sept. 12" and 19%, 1952 issues that are featured in this
story.)
The two photos below are from the 9-19-52 Dolores Star. The left shows a Dolores
County Caterpillar dragging No. 5 from the end of the rails onto State Road 145,
which was gravel at that time. Grooves in the road are from No. 5’s wheel flanges.
The right photo shows the cat pushing No. 5 onto a flatbed truck for its final trip to
Dolores. This rough handling may explain the bent steps at the back of No. 5.




GALLOPING GOQOSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DOLORES, INC.
P.O; Box 297 Dolores, CO 81323
Phone: 970-882-7082 FAX: 970-882-3243
E-mail: gghs5@centurytel.net Web site: www.gallopinggooseS.com
2012 - 2013 MEMBERSHIP DUES
Due on 9/1/2012 - Membership dues are from September 1% to September 1%

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

Name: Individual Annual $30.00
Address: Family Annual $40.00
City: Business Annual $50.00
State: Zip: Life Member $500.00
Phone:; ( ) Patron $1,000.00
E-mail: Benefactor $5,000.00
Special Donations:
Galloping Goose No.5 on-going maintenance ........ccceceeeceeeeenieennne S
RGS Passenger Coach 256 restoration .........ccccecceveecevceeriescereenens S
GGHS General Operating FUNG .......ccceevieieeieciecceeceeeee e S
Museum Display FUNA ....ocoeiiiiiiieeceeeeeesi et S

Souvenir ltems:

Ceramic Coffee Mug (Motor photo & Running Goose) $17.00 (ea)

(heavy item; high shipping costs)

Galloping Goose Baseball Cap (embroidered) .............. $18.00 (ea)
Galloping Goose Baseball Cap (ironed-on patch} ......... $18.00 (ea)
Mouse Pad (Motor 5 on Teft Bridge) .......cccoeveerecencnnes $14.00 (ea)

Tin Feathers Galloping Geese Book (CRRM Stan Rhine)514.00 (ea)

R.G.5. Story (Sundance Books} -
call for pricing and availability of Volumes .......c..coccovrieccinninen.

Sunset On The Rio Grande Southern {book)

Autographed Special (Vol. 20nly) w..oocevcrivcinennns $35.00 (ea)
Return OfThe RGS (DVD) Bowyer 3 Film Special .......... $25.00 (ea)
Railroad Classics (DVD) Bowyer 6 Film Special ............ $25.00 (ea)
T-shirts - Adult,

(Please circle size) S, M, L, XL, XXL v.coovvrervrrncrreencas $17.00 (ea)
T-shirts - Child, '

(Please circle size) 4-6, 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 ......... $13.00 (ea)
Galloping Goose Silver Pen ............ $4.00 each or 2 for $7.00
Lapel Pin......ooeeeeceeeee s $7.00 (ea)
Galloping Goose No.5 at the Dolores Depot in 1950

{Coker painting - signed print 12x18........ccccooeeenuenne $30.00 (ea)
Galloping Goose#5 watercolor (H.L Scott)........ 12 x 18 $28.00 (ea)
6 X 6 Tin Plate (Running Goose RGS Herald).................. $13.00 (ea)
8 X 8 Tin Plate (GGHS Society LOBO).....c.ccouvurrrerrrrrrnens $15.00 (ea)

24" Lanyard Swivel Hook (Motor 5 & Running Goose) $ 8.00 {ea)

All prices include shipping and handling within the U.S.
Colorado residents please add 3% sales taX .......c.ccoeveeeeveneenene

GRAND TOTAL......ccuvvris S

Credit Card type { ) # Exp. Date /

Check or Money Order also accepted - Check or Money Order #

NEW ITEM

NEW ITEM
NEW ITEM
NEW ITEM



HOLIDAY WISHES

The Boawd of Directors, Officers, and Staff of the Galloping Goose
Historical Society wishv all our members and supportery very
best during the up-coming Holiday Season and aw enjoyable
am\dxwwmmgﬁdxzou’

A Special Thank You to Skanska Construction Company

Photo by Larry Spencer
The Galloping Goose Historical Society wishes to express our deep appreciation to Skanska Construction
Company for their generous support of transporting No. 5 for well over ten years. This year was especially
generous of Skanska considering the distances and frequency of the four excursions we made. A big
“Thank You” to Gary in management, the dispatcher Heath, and the three drivers Charlie, Tim, and J. R.,
whose professionalism and skill delivered No. 5 safely to her destination and back home again to Dolores.

The Galloping Goose Historical Society
of Dolores, Inc.

421 Railroad Avenue
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Dolores, CO 81323




